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The recent publication of Modern Ex- 
periments in Telepathy by S. G. Soal and 
Frederick Bateman is an event of im- 
portance in parapsychology. While tlie 
book is intended as a survey of the ex- 
perimental evidence of 
ESP, it is more particu- 
larly concerned with the 
researches carried out by 
Dr. Soal and his col- 
leagues. The  publica- 
tion by the Yale Univer- 
sity Press, in the U. S., 
and Faber and Faber, in 
England, of the first full 3 
and adequate presenta- @ 
tion of these extensive 
investigations will make 
this work available 
wherever the English 
language is read. It is 
an occasion that warrants 
special attention to Dr. 
Soal and the contribu- 
tions he has made to 
parapsychology. 

For his work in this 
field Dr. Soal has re- 
ceived about as much recognition as para- 
psychology can bring to one of its work- 
ers. The University of London con- 
ferred upon him the degree of Doctor of 
Science for his investigations of ESP. 
In 1948 he was. invited by the Society for 
Psychical Research to deliver the F. W. 
H. Myers Memorial Lecture. In 1948 
and 1949 he held the Perrott Studentship 
in Psychical Research from Cambridge 
University, and in the early fifties he was 
elected to the presidency of the S.P.R. 
A Fulbright award in 1951 enabled 
him to visit the Parapsychology Lab- 
oratory of Duke University for a 
number of months. Both in Britain and 
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in the United States he has been invited 
to lecture to a number of universities and 
scientific societies, and his researches have 
been widely reviewed and discussed in 
both popular and scientific periodicals. 

By profession, Dr. 
Soal is a mathematician. 
He became Lecturer in 
Pure Mathematics at 
Queen Mary College, the 
University of London, in 
1911. Now, in 1954, he 
is retiring as Senior 
Lecturer. This period of 
service was interrupted 
for a few years by 
World War I, and it was 
at that time that Soal’s 
interest in parapsycholo- 
gy had its beginnings. 
In 1917 he was hospital- 
ized for serious wounds. 
As he faced the possibili- 
ty of death he conceived 
an intense curiosity about 
the mystery of human 
personality and its desti- 
ny. This curiosity has 
persisted ever since and has been one of 
the main incentives to his research. It 
was reinforced by two other war experi- 
ences: his reading of some of Sir Oliver 
Lodge’s writings, and the death of his 
brother, killed in action. These events 
fastened his interest on the possibility of 
spirit communication and led him, after 
being demobilized, to join the London 
Spiritualist Alliance. 

At the Alliance meetings various well- 
known mediums gave demonstrations of 
clairvoyance. A personal item communi- 
cated to Soal by one of these mediums, 
Mrs. Annie Brittain, made a lasting im- 
pression on him. A few years later he 
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participated in a series of sittings with 
Mrs. Blanche Cooper which, on the whole, 
he concluded, gave evidence of telepathy. 
Then, from 1927 to 1934, he devoted 
himself to a period of exploratory in- 
quiries into ESP: a radio ESP test con- 
ducted by the S.P.R.; a repetition, in col- 
laboration with Theodore Besterman, of 
Ina Jephson’s clairvoyance experiments ; 
and an investigation of the telepathic 
abilities claimed by Frederick Marion, 
the stage entertainer. None of these 
produced encouraging results. 

Thus, at the time of the publication, in 
1934, of the first Duke University studies 
in ESP, Soal had not personally se- 
cured evidence of ESP from what would 
be considered adequate experimental tests. 
He had been confronted with mediumistic 
evidence which in his view lent itself to 
explanation by the hypothesis of telepathy 
and which provided a sufficient basis for 
continued interest. But it was a guarded, 
somewhat skeptical attitude with which 
he looked upon the American studies, and 
his critical remarks concerning the Duke 
experiments jin effect constituted rejec- 
tion. However, he did undertake a repe- 
tition of the card-calling tests of ESP. 
At the termination of this research in 
1939, Soal found that again his results 
apparently were ascribable to chance, and 
he proposed to write a report on his 
negative findings. 

At this point his attention was called 
by Whately Carington to the newly dis- 
covered phenomenon of displacement. 
Carington urged Soal to look for such an 
effect even in test results which, like Car- 
ington’s own data, gave no other evidence 
of ESP. The result, of course, is now 
well known. Out of a total of 160 of the 
subjects Soal had tested, the work of two 
of them, Basil Shackleton and Gloria 
Stewart, did show such displacement ; that 
is, the subjects scored well above chance 
on the cards just before or just after the 
target card. Even when all necessary 
statistical corrections were made, the re- 
sults were still significantly extrachance 
and Soal recognized that he had, in fact, 
obtained evidence of ESP after all. He 
and Carington published simultaneous re- 


ports on the evidence for displacement 
from their independent investigations. 
It was an important and a very timely 
event in the literature of experimental 
parapsychology. 

Dr. Soal, joined now by Mrs. K. M. 
Goldney, undertook some new experiments 
with Shackleton. Week after week for 
a period of two years, right through the 
worst of the London blitz, the two con- 
tinued their experiments and obtained 
extrachance results that were remarkably 
persistent over a long series of trials. 
Some idea of the importance of the in- 
vestigation in their minds is indicated by 
their willingness to work under such ex- 
traordinarily difficult conditions. It 
would be a mistake to overlook this factor 
of resolute determination in understand- 
ing the results. On the strength of this 
work the University of London granted 
Soal the D.Sc. degree in 1945. 

Aside from the evidence for ESP, 
there were some very important collateral 
aspects of this research. For one thing, 
it was significant for parapsychology 
that Soal had become identified as an out- 
spoken critic of the American experi- 
ments and had himself been associated 
with a series of researches giving purely 
negative findings. Here, then, was an 
investigator who had been convinced, if 
not against his will, at least against his 
anticipations. 

Moreover, when Soal and Goldney went 
on later to repeat the ESP tests with 
Shackleton, they introduced an elaborate 
system of precautions, in spite of which 
they continued to obtain a highly signifi- 
cant rate of scoring. Here was still 
further assurance that something extraor- 
dinary had taken place. As this work 
became known, Dr. Soal was in demand 
to review and discuss it in articles, over 
the radio, and on the lecture platform. 
While this was particularly true at first 
in Great Britain, the interest in the Soal 
work is now international. 

When Shackleton lost his ability to 
give extrachance results, Dr. Soal—this 
time with the collaboration of Mr. F. 
Bateman—undertook a long series of ex- 
periments (1945-1950) with Mrs. Gloria 


Stewart. While Shackleton had shown 
displacement through his entire series, 
Mrs. Stewart’s results showed a definite 
shift away from it but not away from 
extrachance scoring. She contributed a 
large positive deviation from “chance” 
on the direct target. 

The main contribution of the research 
with Shackleton was the formidable array 
of high quality evidence of ESP obtained 
under impressively well-controlled con- 
ditions. The work with Mrs. Stewart 
made another order of contribution. 
There was the dramatic evidence of the 
distance tests from Antwerp; the com- 
parisons of different senders and of send- 
ers working in opposition and in conjunc- 
tion; and further evidence of an effect 
peculiar to Dr. Soal’s researches—success 
under conditions allowing for telepathy, 
and comparative failure in tests of clair- 
voyance. In general it may be said that 
these experiments with Mrs. Stewart 
threw light on the range and operation of 
ESP in addition to adding to the evidence 
itself. In this they went considerably be- 
yond those of the Shackleton stage. 

Eventually Mrs. Stewart’s ability to 
score also diminished and Soal turned to 
the major task of producing his book. 
He has frankly said that the point of chief 
interest for him in parapsychology 
is the question of human survival. He 
regards the researches in which he has 
taken a part as bearing upon the ultimate 
solution of that larger problem. In in- 
troducing Dr. J. B. Rhine at the Tenth 
Myers Memorial Lecture in 1950, he said: 
“The labors in parapsychology] are pro- 
viding a slow, painful but sure demon- 
stration by the methods of science of a 
truth that the religions of the world have 
grasped intuitively or that is seen only 
vaguely through the eyes of faith. I 
mean the truth that Man is more than a 
physical organism responding to stimuli— 
that while living in this world he is yet 
in contact with an extrasensory order of 
existence whose relations to time and 
space transcend those of matter... . Ex- 
trasensory perception is a spark now that 


may one day become a blaze by whose 
light the darkness of our human destiny 
may be illumined.” 


General News 


Mr. Robert Van de Castle, who has 
been working at Florida Southern Col- 
lege on a grant from the Parapsychology 
Foundation, has transferred to the Para- 
psychology Laboratory of Duke Universi- 
ty for the current year. 


Mr. Haakon Forwald, a Swedish en- 
gineer, has recently visited the Parapsy- 
chology Laboratory at Duke for a short 
period of consultation regarding his ex- 
periments in psychokinesis. Mr. Forwald 
has already published several articles in 
the JoURNAL oF PARAPSYCHOLOGY on the 
“placement” of dice. 


* 


The Parapsychology Foundation has 
made a grant to Dr. Donald West, to car- 


ry out a study of the “miracle” cures at 
Lourdes. 


* + * 


Dr. W. M. Krogman, Professor of 
Anthropology at the University of Penn- 
sylvania, has made some comments on the 
possible future of ESP. In his lecture 
during a General Electric science forum 
program, Dr. Krogman said he thinks it 
possible that five million years from now 
mind-reading may take the place of talk- 
ing. The brain, in that case, will act as 
both a sending and receiving station, he 
said, and the mind will store up facts so 
efficiently that it will be “almost cosmic 
in its sweep and powers.” 


Edwin C. Kemble, Professor of Physics 
at Harvard, and C. J. Ducasse, Professor 
of Philosophy at Brown, were two of 
a distinguished group of scientists and 
religious thinkers who spoke at the Fifth 
Annual Interfaith Conference on the 
Coming Great Church which was held 
during the summer at Star Island, N. H. 
The conference topic was “Religion in the 
Age of Science.” Professors Kemble 
and Ducasse brought the subject of para- 
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psychology into their addresses, indicating 
their acceptance of the findings and the 
importance of adjusting our thinking to 
include them. Kemble expressed the 
opinion that scientists have dismissed the 
evidence of parapsychology too quickly 
and that even though the mind i$ not in- 
dependent of the body, it is impossible to 
explain the working of the mind in purely 
physical terms as many scientists do. 


Books and Magazines 


A new French book on parapsychology, 
La Parapsychologie, by Robert Amadou, 
has just come out. The publishers (Edi- 
tions Denoél) point out that this is the 
first time the outstanding work in para- 
psychology by British and Americans has 
been made accessible to the French public. 
The book is not a manual (‘for the time 
to draw up a manual has not yet come,” 
says the author) nor is it a history, but 
rather a summing-up of the present state 
of parapsychology. The introduction to 
the book was written by Dr. D. J. van 
Lennep, Professor of Psychology at the 
University of Utrecht. 


D. J. West’s book, Psychical Research 
Today (Gerald Duckworth, publisher) 
has been taken over by the Macmillan 
Company for circulation in the United 
States. 


Under the title of “Psi and Probability 
Theory” Dr. Carroll B. Nash of St. 
Joseph’s College, Philadelphia, published 
a short article in Science for October 8, 
1954. It was a reply to the unsupported 
implication that something is wrong with 
the statistics of psi. Dr. Nash shows that 
the scientist has either to accept psi or 
repudiate statistics. 


+ * 


If rate of publication is any index, the 
work of the Harvard Research Center in 


Creative Altruism, under the direction of 
P. A. Sorokin, is making great strides. 
Two large volumes, one by Professor 
Sorokin entitled The Ways and Power 
of Love and another, a symposium edited 
by him, entitled Forms and Techniques of 
Altruistic and Spiritual Growth, have 
recently been published by the Beacon 
Press of Boston. These are not books 
on parapsychology, but the subject comes 
in here and there for passing mention, 
and it will be recalled that extrasensory 
perception is one of the problem areas 
listed in the program of the Research 


Center. 


In her autobiography, The Stars at 
Noon, Jacqueline Cochran, the flier, tells 
of some of her personal experiences with 
ESP. This book, parts of which have 
been published as magazine articles, re- 
veals the lifelong interest which the au- 
thor and Floyd Odlum, her husband, have 
had in psychic matters. 


*_* 


The question of precognition was de- 
bated from the philosophical point of 
view by Prof. J. N. Findlay and Mr. 
Antony Flew at the annual joint session 
of the Aristotelian Society and the Mind 
Association held in July at Oxford Uni- 
versity. The symposium, entitled “Can 
Effects Precede Their Causes,” has been 
published by the Society as part of the 
volume Belief and Will (Harrison and 
Sons, London). 


* 


Tibet is probably the only country in 
the modern world which uses mediums in 


the operation of its government (or 
did until recently at least). Heinrich 
Harrer has had some first-hand observa- 
tion of how this state-sponsored use of 
mediumship functions. He has described 
it in his book Seven Years in Tibet (E. 
P. Dutton). 


The PararsycHotocy Buttetin, issued quarterly, is sent to all Journal of Parapsychology subscribers. 
Others may subscribe for $1 a year by applying to the editor. 
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